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The lTtw«.
We to-day publish a full account of tbe melan¬

choly accident which happened to the steamboat
Empire, while on her way from Troy to this city, list
Saturday. Our special reporter states that seven

persons are known to have been killed, besides
.winch a large comber were horribly scalded, some
or whom will not probably survive. The Coroner of
Ponglikeepsie is holding an inquest upon the bodies-
and will make a strict investigation. We have com¬
mented at considerable length upon this lamentable
occurrence in another article.
The last European intelligence brought out by the

Arabia, and published in Thursday's paper, gave
credence to the report that the Russian troops had
actually invaded the Turkish territory, but nothing
was said as to the strength of the army of invasion
This rumor, it will be remembered, caused a great
fluctuation in the pric«3 of stocks on the Paris
Bom*, although the market opened unusually firm a

hoars previous to the receipt of the news. In
coLfiimation of the important annunciation, we now
team from the newspaper agent at Liverpool, whose
despatch, unfortunately, did not reach us till yester¬
day, that a few minutes before the Arabia left he re¬
cti ved a telegraphic despatch, based on an extn

ued by the London Times, stating that " an amy
of twelve thousand Hussions entered ./assy on the
25th of June.'" This will cause the later advi-es
expeted to day by the stearichip Franklin to be'

fd :or with much anxiety. The coming news wil
m«,.,t Lkt ly draw aside the veil and enlighten us as to
whether there will fcc a general European war or not

Mr. CVampton, tlic Driti.Ji Minister, reached our
c ty last eveniDg, having arrived in Boston from Ba-

lifjix in the morning. The expedition with wliich he
travels rather indicates that the fishery troubles will
be speedily arranged between himself and Secretary
Ifyrcy. Let us hope so, at all events.
The news which we to day publish fr^Tn Cuba

.Ct) Mexico will be found to be of a very important
and interesting nati;re. It comprises the statement
of the three American sailors now imprisoned in the
Mjto under the charge of having formed part of the
crew of the slaving bark Jasper, which, after land¬
ing its cargo on the island, was set on fire. The
statement is addressed to the Secretary of State,
who, we have no doubt, will take proper measures to
secure justice to these our citizens. Parks, one of
th<;rc who«e names are subscribed to the document,
is from Palmyra, Wayne county, in this State.
.Atkins is a native of tliLi city, and Freeborn is a na¬

tive of Philadelphia. It is impossible to say what
has become of the other Americans who were among
tfce crew, namely, Win. Radcliff, Wm. Hussey
second mate, the boy Coles, and the cook, a black j
Bum, named Robinson. Our Havana correspon-
dent suggests that most probably the first three
were murdered to be got rid of, and that the
negro was sold among the slaves. This is by no
intacs a violent or irrational conclusion. The ship¬
ping master with whom these sailors shipped in this
city were Messrs. Clarke and Dean. The captain Is
bow, we understand, in New York or Brooklyn, and
might perhaps corroborate in some measure the truth
of the .sailors' stery. The slaver Lad/ Suffolk is at
length in sale hands. We published a letter ia list
Monday s Herald giving the whole particulars ol the
.eizure of this notorious vessel, and now our Cuban
intelligence comes to verify our previous announce-
Bent. In addition to the particulars of Mexican and
Havana news, we give the translation of an article

ti)C ^'ortc hi Marina, in which wholesome
counsel is given to the slaveholding States of the
f».nth. The whole of what we give from Mexico
and Cuba to-day will he found particularly inter-
Cfting.
V Ute adv'ces from Maranham state that the steam
M.ip El Paraguay, insured in this city, had l^en on
dtmned and ordered to be sold. It appears that she
left t*at port on the Mh nit., bnt after being out t*o
d.Tjs sprung a leak, and was compelled f, return.
The passengers and <-rew tyrre safe.

A .cording to the last accounts from Mt \i
tn>t bttd ^,n produced by the dishonoring ofthe

Ploo drafts, and it is reported the agent do*:,aired o'
««rrying on tin- work. The most imp,.'. .

.n.on is still manife.-ted to any and all propositi ,n-
that may oe made by the Americans for the \fes lla
Valley. The Minister of Home Affairs, it is said

threatens to resign if the least concession is made to

governor Lane. The whole difficulty will probabybe
* itued m the conne of a few months. The inaujru-

»J address of the new Mexiian Minister, delivered
the ather day. was o' a conciliatory nature, and
would incline one to the belief that the Mexican
iroven.Bent is amkably disposed, whatever -h<
people U**re may have to hi y to the contrary.

(Jeneral Piene is waking preparations to vis't
O-d Point Comfort. 'M
Read Uie account of ;b» fight betwr«n two demo-

*i.itic candidates for Congress in Vicksbur^ Miss
The unprofitable example set by the softs and' hards
of New York is being elo-ely followed by disaffac-
tions wnonjr the democracy throughout different por¬
tions of the count,-}-. Wfiere will it end ?

Attention is d i p -tod to the description elsewhere
gnenof many of tos .rUcles on exhibition at the
C.jstal Palace. The report will be found will
wuithy of « perusni.
We elsewhere publish a very valuable and enter

tuning report of the IIana i p Commissi^ n!a
Jt description of j

the origin, character and appearance of the people, I
the foitficatioDB and other sights worth seeing, Ac., j
and will ba read with great interest by the eage aa

well aa the schoolboy.
Quite an imposing ceremony took place in Brook-

lyn yesterday, on the occasion of the laying of the
comer stone of a new Catholic church. A full re- ^

port < f the proceedings is given on another page.
The annexed are merely the headings of a porti' ja

of the contents of to-day's inside pages :.Full Ae-
port of the Speech of Sir Charles Lyell at the C /ys-
tal Palace Banquet ; Indignation Meeting of the Ger¬
mans at Cincinnati ; Character of the Sultan o'( Tur¬
key ; Description of the White Sulphur 8[ nings ;'
Speech of the Minister Resident from Bremen', Com¬
munications relative to Detentions on Railrtx ids, and
the Hibernian Society ; List of the members* already
elected to the Thirty third Congress ; Cor oners' In-
que*ta ; Obituary Notices ; Police and {Joort Re¬
ports ; Jersey City and Williamsburg ; Com¬
mercial and Miscellaneous Affairs, Ac.

The Empire Explosion. riteambo* X Maiiaerwi
We showed, a few days ago, that though

checked baggage on a railway w as carried on

the responsibility of the company, heads, legs
and arms were entirely at the risk of the owu-

ers; a risk soconsiderable. in t'ae present state of
the law, that railway travelli ng must involve a

recklcsB spirit of adventure nnd a criminal dis¬
regard for one's own safety. We might safely
have extended the rule to steamers, or at all

i verts to those steamers which ply on the IIill-
era. They are speedily achieving a reputation
which is scarcely surpassed by that of the New
Haven Kailroad. It stood higher, perhaps, when
the owners and captains of the Reindeer and
Henry Clay strew( d the banks of the Hudson
with the mutilated bodies of their victims; but
if the exploits of last year were more striking
and memorable, those of the current season have
ihe advantage of numl>ers. At the present rate
of extermination t he palm of superiority in
manslaughter will obviously appertain to 1853
The reality of the victims may be less illustri-

i us; instead ofnierchants aud professional men,
they may be, in the words of one of the proprie¬
tors of the boats, "only firemen and boys;" but
the absolute loss of human life will probably
exceed that of any previous season. By the
close of the navigation, statisticians will be en-

'
abled to inform us what percentage of the total
number of passengers were killed or wouuded
by accidents on board the Hudson river steam¬
ers. Without anticipating their calculations wc
may safely assert their result will appal the
most resolute mind.

A fortnight has hardly elapsed since one of
the flues of the New World collapsed, and six
persons were killed and several injured. We
were then told that the uccideut could not have
been foreseen ; that boilers and machinery were
in perfect order ; that the boat had been struck
by lightning Ac.. <&c. The evidence iu support
of these various statements was exceedingly
loose and unsatisiirctory. Of all the witnesses
whose testimony went to cxculpate the er.ptain.
and owners that of Mr. Renwick, one of the
United States Inspectors of Steamboats under
Mr. Davis' new law. is the only one worth no¬
tice. This gentleman swore that, having en¬
tered upon the discharge of their functions on

let June, the Inspectors 'had not reached'' the
New World by 1st July. Th*y had spent thirty
days in testing the machinery of boats and ves¬
sels whose power to injure was not one hun¬
dredth part of that of the New World. Thirty
days had elapsed since they began their inspec¬
tion, and during all this time they h<id not
found a spare moment to ri*jj a steamer in which
several hundred lives were daily jeopardised-
W e are net aware what progress has since been
made Ly the Inspectors ; we presume however,
that they " had not reached" the Empire on
l ridav, and we should not be surprised to
karn that the other Albany and Troy boats
vrere likewise reserved for a more convenient
period. A striking contrast might be drawn
between the conduct of these gentlemen and
that of the inspector and his aid* for Ohio.
There, by 1st February, the steamboat law
was in full operation; steamers had been
licensed, boilers had been condemned, engi¬
neers bad been examined, and those who were
inefficient or careless had been suspended.
The results establish the thorough manner in
which the work had been done. During the
four months anterior to the 1st of June no ac¬
cident had occurred, and no livea had bcea
lost ; while during the corresponding months
of 1852 no less than thirty-seven " accidents"
bad taken place in the same waters, involving

a less of four hundred lives. Equal conscien¬
tiousness and energy ©n the pnrt of our Com¬
missioner? would Lave obtained like results,
and would have saved the lives of some score of
persons. Hut to complain is to waste time.

Fifteen days after the explosion on board the
New World the city is thrown into an uproar
by the news of a similar accident on board the
Empire. Reports, all equally inconsistent and
improbable, reach New York, and the utmost
anxiety prevails. It is stated that a sloop ran
into the steamer, and. in consoqnennce of the
collision, an escape of steam, or, in plain
terms, an explosion took placo by which several
lives were lost, and many individuals seriously
injured. We -hall not insult the intelligence
of ihe reader by proving tbat a mere collision
with a ."-loop could not cause the l>oiler to ex¬

plode. Most glaring defects in the machinery
must have previously existed, or so slight aa
accident could not have produced such a disas¬
ter. Nor shall we seriously inquire whether,
on the night ot Friday, the pilot of the Empire
could not have seen the sloop in time to avoid
'he collirion. Recklessness of tbe most inex¬
cusable character, both on his part and on that
of the watch on deck, can alone explain so un¬
accountable an occurrence. The details
given in another column will sh.-d
light od the true causes <»f the disaster ;
hut whatever special picas may be cet up in
their <!< fence it -»eeiris to as undeniable that
the machinery rc.ist hav£ been defective, the
pilot unfit fur his post and the deck watch neg¬
ligent. To these C'i scs. and to these only, can
we ascribe lb" lost- of life and the bodily inju¬
ries which the accident ' ban occasioned.

If we hud any shadow of a reason for belie v
icg that steamboat proprietors share in the
horror which such events arouse among the
public if we could bring ourselves to think
that, ordinary exe.tions were made to prevent
.heir occurrence -O'.r languagi would be that
of scrrow and not of indignation, lint neither
in tLe discipline of (lie boats, nor in the c induct
of 'heii owners, can we discern a ly trace ./
.u':t. feelings or intentions. It. is e fact that on
board the Isaac Newton all the stairc^es or
gangways leading from the main to the prome¬
nade deck are closed at midnight, aaii reii <. u

closed all night. Fass-jogcrs keeping in the
state-ro-iin' abnv cannot d end to the cabin
and th.sse sleeping in t'if chin c.«anot ascend
t ) the prowenado deck after twelve o'clock
Hi. t, clote air, noise, they must endure as they
caa. Jt ip U'oui of the loot'' that the doors

be '/ocked, uA clerks and waiters scoff at a

request for fresh air and freedom. Should a

collision take place, those below would proba¬
bly be drowned before they could see what had
happened. Should a fire break out, those above
would not know of its occurrence until esoape
was impossible. It is an understood thing on

board the Isaac Newton that passengers are

prisoners, who must be locked in at night, and
severely handled if they murmur. Can any one

wonder that the slightest accident on board
such boats involves a frightful sacrifice of hu¬
man life ?

This state of things is the natural and inevi¬
table consequence of the scandalous impunity
which the owners and captains of the Reindeer
and Henry Clay have enjoyed. It will continue
and increase, with the increase of traffic, until
the steamboat inspectors do their duty, and
t-teamboat proprietors and masters are severely

] imifhcd for the recklessness they exhibit in
the management of their business.

Mui Irlpa I Tucf.llakr the MerclwnU Pay.
Enough has been said by tax payers upon

I the enormous burthens they are compelled to
bear. The city has been abused till its name
has become a byword. The resources 'of the
English language have been drained to do jus¬
tice to the extravagance of our rulers the
word alderman has actually passed into a pro¬
verbial designation of a reckless spendthrift

| Little has been done, however, to mitigate the
j practical effect of the present order of things

Cases of wanton wastefulness have been

I brought to light, sources of revenue which

| are not turned to account have been indicated.
( plans ofeconomy have been suggested, but no

r.ne that we know of has drawn particular at-
i tention to the disproportion existing between

: the number of persons who enjoy all the benefit
ci'thc city government, without contributiug

j one cent to its support, and that of the actual

j rote payors. Proper inquiry in this quarter
t would probably elicit some curious facts. In

j illustration of one. we give below a table of
merchants, traders and others, who do businc 8
in the city, and who. by residing without its
limits, escape the taxes levied on its inhabi¬
tants. These people enjoy all the immunities
and advantages attached to the quality of
citizen they spend the day in the city, appeal
to its laws, rely on its protection, make money
under its a'gis, and derive a tangible benefit
from the expenditure of the public funds.

| While they do all this, they claim an exemption
from the taxes imposed upon the rest of us for
the maintenance of our municipal government.
An idea of their numl>ers can be formed from

I the lollowing list, which has bceu compiled,
I with considerable care and apparent accuracy,

by Mr. Samuel Dunshee, of this city :

List of rKB.«ON8 Doing Bcsikesb is the City of Nkw
York. Err Raiding Bkyond the Reach of Taxation,
CaRB>TU.Y COMTIUU) FKOM THE CITY OlKKCTCHY FOR
1853-'4

J'erscns raiding in Persons Residing Abroad
BrcckljD 4.077 EogUbd 103
WiHisiusburg 82C France... 46
Stifen I>l»i d UC6 Europe ?3
N« w Y' iL Su e other Germany... 20

titan tbe atOTe 1,1C9 Pcotlacd 10
State <f Ne* Jersey. ..1,167 Hwitw {land 6

" Coun«c>;cat . 197 C*uada 5
" J'a«MicbuM>tt9 60 IreUiLd 3

" .8 Australia 3
.' luuiMaca 41 Prussia 2
" Bfctido Inland.. 2"J S.^ain 2
" Callforn'a... ,. 28 M«*ico 2
" Couth CwioliDa 21 St Cro x 2
" Ohio,... .... . 13 Cuba 2
' Alahaoa 8 Canton 2

W*rvl3td 7
" Mbtouri fi To'.al 8.603

DU'ric* #* C Inmbit fi
bt Hi* in" \>r»oh t 8

" Virgin'* 6
" 6
" lliciigaD..... 6
" fiforgii . 4
" N Bi*a;-sbiie 3
" XorlhCuobM 3
' Indian i ..... 3
" l'luiida 2 .

" Nton-'i'isijij.l. . . t
" T»rjii*s e«.... 1
Not if, as Mr. Dunskee fairly suppose-#, those

8.f>03 persons possess an average capital of live
thousand dollars each, the total amount of money
employed in business in New York, without coa-
trit uting to the municipal expenses, will b«
found to be $42,515 000. While a barber or

shoemaker is bound to contribute his quota out
of earnings which hardly suffice for his wants,
here are forty-two millions of money invested
in trade and merchandise in the ci*y, which do
not furnish a dime to the civic treasury. In¬
deed, we shall not run much risk of exaggera¬
ting if we double our inform ant's estimate; and
taking into consideration tho lurge number of
persons whose capital exceeds one hundred
thousand dollars, consider that the amount of
money invested free of taxation in this city
does not fall far short of one hundred millions.

It ie time this matter were examined. The
more we extend the surface on which taxation
is exercised, the lighter becomes the pressure.
And be the amount of money freed from tribute
forty or one hundred millions, it is clear
that its addition to the present rateable
fund would be sensibly felt. It has long
been a practice for wealthy men in Boston
to settle in some country village beforo 1st
May, in order to be taxed there on an estimate
of their wealth far below the reality. A simi¬
lar practice seems to be in usage here. Rich
men can readily induce the municipal authori¬
ties of a country village to rate them at half
their real capital, for the sake of swelling their
receipts and encouraging wealthy settlers
within their boundaries. The city, which is
their real home, is thus defrauded ofa material
item in its receipts and honest taxpayers are

obliged to make up the deficit.
It does not need a financier or a statesman

to devise a method of curing the evil. A tax
levied 1^ the city on mercantile transactions .
on exports and imports on sales, on operations
at the stock board, Ac. would make a mate¬
rial alteration in the municipal income, and
mirfct possibly prove a beneficial substitute fir
the present house tax. Offices instead of resi¬
dences, or as well as residences, might be called
upon to pay a tax. Other schemes will readily
suggest them-elves to the mind of one who ex¬
amines th'> subject. Tho principle that all who
share in the benefit of a city government ought
to contribute to its maintenance cmnot be dis¬
puted; it is a matter of wonder that it should
have been practically ignored for so long with¬
out loud complaint. We trust that some of the
city reformers will take up the master.

Ex k Aoatn at Washington..The President
and his official suite, ccnsist>ig of Mr. Guthrie
Secretury of the Treasury, Mr. Davis, Sccrctaiy
of War. Mr. Cwshing. Attorney General, and
Mr Sidr.ry Wclmtcr. Private Secretary of tbe
rn Ident. and others left this city about ten
o'clock Saturday morning, and with the aid of
special trains, nriived all safe and sound at

Washington by ten in the evening.
We published, yesterday, the incident* of the

joum'y to Philadelphia, and of the departure
thence homeward of the distinguished company:
but as tl is rciurn trip was performed with
nil possible qnietnes.-' rnd despatch, its details
Were of c< nr-e limited to the briefest official
cum p from poiut to point. And now, as Gen

Pierce and his cabinet, (excepting the Interior
Secretary, who is in the interior,) are all back
.gain at their poets, we shall expect some light
on the important schedule of our foreign rela¬
tions. before the government goes off upon ano¬

ther holiday excursion. It will be time enough
for the Springs after the important ultimatum
iB de tcrmined, of peace or war.

The Administration and the Pacific Rati/-
koad..It was believed by many intelligent
persons at Washington, at the close of the last
session of Congress, that the Pacific Railroad
bill was lost in the Senate because some of the
over-cautious democratic friends of the measure

were desirous first to ascertain where Gen
Pierce stood in regard to this great enterprise.
Some were confident that he would prove to be

a warm advocate of the road ; others were afraid
that he would turn up a strict constructionist
as hidebound as a North Carolina yearling after
a hard winter, and that he might possibly veto
the bill. A few, like Gen. Rusk, were manly
enough to run all risks and do their duty; but
the bill fuifed. Inde0,' it was understood at
the time that the direct cause of its failure was
the result of an application to General Pierce
to interest himself in its behalf. He is said to
have replied to this appeal, that he was elected
President of the United States and not the
President of a railroad company.
Now, therefore, we are highly gratified to state

to the American people, and to the " rest of man¬
kind." that we have good reasons to believe that
the administration is in favor ofthis Pacific Rail¬
road as a great national work ; and we should
not be surprised if this important project were
to be fully developed in the first annual mes¬

sage of General Pierce to Congress, at the
openiDg of the session, in December next.
One of the most important disclosures from

Secretary Guthrie, on this late Executive excur¬
sion. was Mb declaration, at various points on

the journey to this city, that he is in favor of
this Pacific Railroad, and an enthusiastic be¬
liever in its grand commercial, political and
civilizing results. General Davis, the Secre¬
tary of War. a strict constructionist of the ul¬
tra Southern school on some other question®.
has also boldly come forward in support of this
mighty work. At the Metropolitan banquet he
was particularly pointed upon the subject, and
very satisfactorily disposed of all constitutional
objections by insisting that this overland rail¬
way was needed as a national military road.
The President himself, prudently and perhaps
properly, has said nothing upon the question; but
we presume that the cabinet is a unit, and that
those members of it travelling with General
Pierce knew the ground they were standing
upon, and the views of their chief, in advocating
so enthusiastically as they did this glorious
project of a railroad across the breast of this
continent from ocean to occan.

We remember that General Davis, while a
a member of the United States Senate, moved
an amendment to one of the military bills be¬
fore the body, the object of which was to intro¬
duce on the great plains and deserts of our
Western territories an experimental caravan ot
camels from that somewhat similar country
between Jerusalem and Egypt. We trust that,
while co-operating with the active friends of
the Pacific liailroud in advancing that great
project to a practical beginning, he will not
forget those camels. They would be valuable,
if not invaluable, workers in the transportation
of men. materials and provisions for the road.

Finally, since the official disclosures of Messrs.
Guthrie and Davis in behalf of ihis Pacific
Railroad, we feel vastly stronger in the pre¬
sentiment, with the permission of Providence,
of passing, before the expiration of next eight
years, from New York to San Diego, or San
Francisco, by railroad. Is not the administra¬
tion with us, and have we not some twenty-five
millions surplus money in the treasury? Clear
the track !

Goon News.. The Washington Union is kind
enough io give to the public the following & j
ceptahlc informntion :

"It is understood that the Hon. James Buchanan,whose appointment as minister plenipotentiary of
the United States at tiie Conrt of 8t. James has
already been announced, will Boon proceed to Leu-
don to resume the duties of liis mission. We learn,also, that the Hon. Messrs. botile, of Louisiana, Gads¬
den. of South Carolina, Borland, of Arkansas, Green,
of Missouri, and Bcdinper, of Virginia, having nearlycompleted thtir preparatory arrangements, are uboui
to procccd to their respective destinations, to enter
upon the duties of the several missions coniided to
their charge."'

That's why Governor Marcy could not attend
the christening of the Crystal Palace. He was
too much absorbed in the instructions to his
diplomatic corps. Having at length given
them tlucir ciders, including the cu'. and fashion
of their garments. let us hope that their official
transactions will be plain, smooth 'ailing, all
the way through. Still, there is a smell of
gunpowder in the air. and wc should he ready
for any emergency. Is the Premier ready ?

Tnlk on 'Change.
Breadstuff* coatiuued firm on Satnrday, with talas of

coiumon br-iii'lr flour at $5 00^4 a 12,'^. Western
white wh«s.i sold at $1 30, whi"0 was one csnt per bushel
higher. Sound, clean high mixed aid yellow c tro, ad-
vanced to 70c. a 71e. Cotton rold to th»i 4Xt=nt of 1.100
tales. rh» i. closad htAtj. Pork was fi.m with
li^ht «alea a*. 815 £« a $15 62 for mess.

0«ing to the ae'avoriib'e t.*wg from S^a'n regarding
*.fce injury of tb>j grap*1 vine-! rahins »»re hel 1 at *>?'. jer
pricto -«n3 a c^rg) of 7,000 to 8,000 boxas we.e eold, *.o
arrive, at $2 70.

Tbt-.f-nnr. s.Txe ft flour ard grain for sMirnent
to H' vie, and ti-ngiSerahle freight tn'tceaeo** »ere
mole for bo'b oa eri» s noticed li. the city tra'e r'purt.

Later mw* mi.na Ei.roje awaited with anxiety,
whict would Mion be due by the Kr»nk'to at hi-i psrt,
aid by a Canard »teiuoer at IIi..f»x fur the pliucil and
co;nn>«rcial new, would koth bs locked for w.th interest.
.At.er »o lo/'g a pe: .od of general p-act among *h« prlne
pa! Eitions ofEurope ao ne felt d'.-p-<«ed to bslBve that
we.r couU or -oul '. b*« It rut oo tae Turhl-.h rjuestiin.
>ho»ld a war ty iny possibility o:;ar the toter^t, of

tV.w United Sta*«» would not fa ) to affected - in <one
respect-! bf*fic<a!.y, ac. Ja ottat.s predjud.ciously.
No donb'. tur m;trk«t ijr brejad tuffs would be largely

bmell'tid. tut eo 'toe would lied# ire <""d In a w>r-«*.'povl-
.r>g o* greater ravu. Our wying trade and shipping
iDtei^-.t inigl.t be be'j«litted but our trade with Kus*ao
>orui woul ". '¦>* .marrupted. We ltcpor ed ltr*o qoai-
ti'its c' herep and hempen roanufac'u es, with Iron &c ,

f (id Russia, aid s«ut cooe.de.-atk- quantities tj' o ,. ton
cJ other products jb exchange, all of which would b«

interrupttfl t>y the tlo-.kade of the Ru-sian ports. Tho
pr* labilities were that t lose a* much, or more,
than wc should gam >y a »ar .t» Furopei twrs-.e o ;r g.'od
'fli«e» wtere^er practicable, aieuui b« «xer*ed in fav>r
of roa'otaininx ;*nct.

Tie late ttum' oat acilder/a reijuire rigid lrv«etic;a
ti&n on to 'heir cause, Ave and the faithful execution of
tbe Hws, rjtd 1>e o ;e-.s «inm >o oe-.nrretee of raitrria l
icnide- te of i»te >ho .10 adiiioo. h the I^^lnlaturfl ut tu«
aei'Si 'j i f »ar'y r tiou in r«f«*eat . to prupcr measures
for g .a d'nj: apaiuat the.-..

Army tntelllfeiiee,
Wr Ifrn f-ox tu,hori,» that ttie g«ne al Cjart m*r

ti»l *i>'b a-n/j lil. d at Kurt Oavao «urtb on tt>« 4ih itf
,1 no last, for th« trial < t Itj t 11 ¦»» up i clu ge
p7»>rT»d " paln»». h'm y I.i»ute-aet< oi*N <1
F.vuns .» d etitt; aty tit the e>-«OBd Iliagnonv HAti folly
arqr ltted »l,e M* jor «t all the char*e« an't this too
w<>bont ttie eou.'t waitx^ .'or a.iy ce'e..ee on the |»art of
bt XsjC/.*. |

Tk«PntMmH«< tka tnludliatu m Public
lyirtHi.

The audiences who have listened to the various
addresses of President Pierce have been highly gra¬
tified with the display of his oratorical powers; and
the readiness with which he responded ex tempore to
the speeches of welcome which were made to him by
official dignitaries, during his late tour and visit to
this city, attracted very general admiration. It was
known that, as a leading member of the New Hamp¬
shire bar, and as a debater in Congress and other
legislative bodies, Mr. Pierce had acquired distinc¬
tion for the ability he had shown on many occasions;
bnt the public were not prepared for this uncommon¬
ly pleasing and ready manner, fluency and address,
which he has exhibited in his popular speeches since
be has been elected to the Presidency. It may be
said by severe critics that the President's style
and maoner is too theatrical for that of a person
holding his dignified station, and that his speeches
are wanting in originality and enlarged views;
but all admit that he has perfect self-pos?ession
as a speaker, good taste in his selection of language
adapted to his subject and his audience, with the ad¬
vantages ofa good personal appearance, and a grace
ful and forcible manner ot delivery.qualities which
cannot fail to command popular favor.

It may be Interesting to our readers to compare
President Pierce with his predecessors in the charac¬
ter of public speakers, and we will, therefore, very
briefly, take a retrospective view of the Presidents ia
this capacity.
Washington, it is well known, waAo orator. He

and Taylor were the only two of our Presidents who
were not educated for either of the learned profes¬
sions, both were brought up as farmer's sons ; and
both were early prepared for the military life for
which they cvinced a taste in their youth. Washing-
ten never commenced the study of the aucient clas¬
sics. It is even doubtful whether he received any in.
struction in the principles of language. By prac¬
tice, reading, and Btady, in after life, he gradually
overcame his early defects in composition, till at
length he wrote with accuracy, purity of idiom, and

a striking appropriateness of phraseology and clear¬
ness of style. While in the army, after the French of
fleers had joined the Americans, he bestowed some at¬
tention on the French language; bnt at no time could
he write or converse in it, or ifldeed translate any pa.
per. At the age of nineteen he was appointed Ad¬
jutant General, with the rank of Major, of the Vir¬
ginia militia. His military propensities had In*
creased with his years, and he prepared himself, by
the study of books on the military art, for the life of
a soldier.

After his campaign at the West, Washington was
elccted a member of the Legislature of Virginia, in
which body he held a seat for about fifteen years, pre¬
vious to the war of the Revolution. His influence there
was produced more by the soundness of his judg¬
ment, lus quick perception, and his directness and
sincerity, than by eloquence or art. He seldom
spoke, never harangued, and it is not known that he
ever made a set speech, or entered into a stormy de-
hate. But his attention was at all times awake, luid
he was ever ready to act with decision
and firmness. His practice may be in¬
ferred by the following counsel, in a letter
to a nephew who had been chosen a member of the
Assembly of Virginia:.He says."The only advice I
will ofTer, if you have a mind to command the atten¬
tion of the house, is to speak seldom, but on import¬
ant subjects, except such as properly relate to your
constitueuts, and in the former case make yourself
perfectly master of your subject. Never exceed a
decent warmth, aud submit your sentiments with
diffidence. A dictatorial style, though it may carry
conviction, is always accompanied with disgust."
Washington was a member of the Virginia Con¬

vention of 1774, which body elected him one of the
delegates of the first Continental Congress, which
ir.et at Philadelphia in September, 1774. He was
also a delegate to the Congress of 1775, by which
body be was chosen Commander in Chief of the Con¬
tinental Army. The choice was by ballot, on the
L'.th of June, and Washington was unanimously
elected. As soon as the result was ascertained the
house adjourned. On the convening of Congress the
next morning the President communicatcd to him
officially the notice of his appointment, and he
rot-e in his place, and signified his acceptance
in the noble, modest, and approprate reply
which is so familiar to all readers of American his¬
tory This and hiB subsequent addresses to Con-

to the army, and to his fellow-citizens on
various occasions, he doubtless previously prepared,
as we have evidence that on receiving, in early life,

R military appointment from the colonial Assembly
of Virginia, of which he was a member, he was una¬

ble to reply impromptu, on the announcement to
him, and was relieved from his embarrassment by
the happy tact of the Speaker of the House, (Colo¬
nel Robinson.)
Mr. Jefferson remarks : " I served wit.i (icneral

Washington in the LegW.it,ire of Virginia, before
the Revolution , and during it, with I)r. Franklin, in
Congress. I never heard either of them speak ton
minutes at a time, ncr to any but the miin point
which was to decide the question."

In the National Convention whiih framed the
constitution of the United Btates Washington made
two short speeches, one on taking his scat as Presi¬
dent of the Convention, the other near the close of
the session, asking the consent of the Conventions
change de ratio of representation in Congress,
which request was readily granted.
John Adams was equally distinguished as an ad¬

vocate at the bar, a debater in legislative assemblies,
a popular orator, an able writer and diplomatist, aud

an accomplished statesman. In the language of one
of his eulogists, (Mr. J. E Bprague, of Massachu¬
setts,) " such services as his are never known to the
public, or if known, only in history, when the act¬
ors of the day have passed from the stage, and the
motives tor longer concealmcnt ccase to exist. As
we ascend the mount of history, and rise above the
vapors of party prejudice, we shall all acknowledge
that we owe our independence more to John Adam*
than to any other created being, and that lie was the
great leader of the American Revolution." On
meeting the Senate as their presiding officer, in 17i>7,
Mr. J etlerson remarked that the dutiep of the chic
magistracy had been "justly confided to the eminent
choracttr who preceded him whose talents and in

tegritj have been known and revered by me through
a long term of years." Pittai

Mr. Jefferson, like Mr. Adams, received a cl.uw-
<al education, aud studied law with <ieorge Wythe.
"There are still extant (says Mr. Wirt) a num
ber of arguments which were delivered by
him at the bar, npon some of the moit intricate
qi.estiors of the law, which will vindicate his claim
to the first honors of his profession. It is true, he
was not distinguished in popular debate; wny ho
was not ho has often been matter of snrprise to
those who have seen hie eloquence on paper and
heard it in conversation. He had all the attributes
of the mind, and the heart, and the soul, which are
essential to eloquence of tVie highest order. The only
defect was a physical one: he wanted volume and
compass of voice for a large, deliberative assembly;
and his voice, from the excess of his sensibility, in"
(.lead of rising with his fcel'ngs and conceptions,
sank under their pressure, and became guttural and
inarticulate. The consciousness of this infirmity re-

prmcd any attempt in a large body, in which he
knew be must fail. But his voi e was all sufficient
for the purposes of judicial debate; and there is no
reason »o doubt that, if :hc service of his country
had not ailed him away so soon from his pro'esmon,
his lame as a lawyer would now have stood upon the
same distinguished ground which he confessedly
occupies as a statesman, an author, and a stholar.
As a member of the Continental ConKres*s ho

made bnt few speeches; and when elected I'roudcnt
t.t the United States he introduced the custom of
communicating with Congress by message instead
of meeting both hou«ca with a speech, as Washing¬
ton and Adams had done. He disliked form, pomp
and parade and his dress was remarkably »iain,und
often slovenly. His disposition wiw chccrf il> his [

conversation lively and enthusiastic, remarkable tar
the chastity of hia colloquial diction, and tin eor-
rectnen of his phraseology. As a man of letters
and a votary of science he acquired high distinc¬
tion.
Mr. Madison graduated at Princeton CfeDege,

New Jersey, and afterwards studied law, which pro¬
fession1 he practised in Virginia until inb>
public life. He was a member of various legislative
bodies and conventions, in all of which he distin¬
guished himself an a debater of the first order of
talent*. Tn the Continental Congress, the conven¬
tion which framed the constitution, and as a mem¬
ber of Congress nnder Washington's administra¬
tion, he took a prominent part, mingling in
all the important debates. He had a calm
expression of countenance, and was slow and
grave in his speech. In deliberative bodies he ac¬

quired self-confidence by slow degrees. IBs manner
was modest and retiring, but in conversation he was
pleasing and instructive, having a mind well stored
with the treasures of learning, and being particular-
ly family with the political world. As a writer he
fias few equals among American statesmen. Mr

Si 5?. f°Dd °f 80de^- ^though he had tra¬
velled but little.having never visited foreign coun-
tr.es, or seen much of the people and country T>ver
which he presided for eight years.
Mr. Monroe was a fine specimen of the old school

or Virginia gentlemen.generous, plain, frank, hos-
pitabie, and devoted to his country, which he en¬
deavored to serve to the utmost of his ability. He
had a collegiate education in Virginia, but joined
the standard of his country during the Revolu¬
tionary war, in the eighteenth year of his
age. He afterwards studied law under Mr. Jef¬
ferson, who was thei Governor of the State
and soon after entered public life as a member

ative h^f u??- Aa a mCmber 0f variou8 deliber-
ative bodies, State aud national, he took a prominent
w£i v D.0t distin2"iKhed as a pubiic speaker.
WhUe 1 resident of the United State, he made seve-

i al tours through the country, on which occasions hi*
speeches in reply to addresses of welcome and con¬

gratulation were always dignified and appropriate
without any peculiar marks of eloquence. We heard
him address the American Society for the Encour¬
agement of Manufactures while he was in this city
in 1817. He spoke in a few brief sentences, appro¬
priate enough to the occasion, but his manner was
dull, bis voice low and feeble, and his style unattrac¬
tive. His countenance had no indications of superior
mteheU, but an honesty and firmness of purpose
were apparent, which commanded respect, and gain¬
ed favor and friendship. He was laborioas and in¬
dustrious in the performance of his public duties,
and doubtless compensated in some degree by dili¬
gence for slowness of thought and want or imagina¬
tion. His career as a statesman was highly honor¬
able and useful, and worthy of the admiration he
received from his countrymen.
John Quincy Adams is a name familiar to all, as

synonymous with a high order of talents, as a scholar,
lawyer, dipl matist, and statesman. In Congress, in
the sixty-fifth year of his age, he took and main¬
tained the stand to which his eminent talents and
previously distinguished services entitled h«*g He
remained in that body for more than sixteen years
until his death, in 1848. He took an active part in
debate on nearly every topic of public interest, and
bis speeches were frequently marked with the most
fervid eloquence.
Andrew Jackson had the advantages of only a

limited education, Btudied law in North Carolina,and
removed to Tennessee when about twenty-one year®
cf age. He was a short time in Congress, daring the
administrations of W shi.igton and John Adams,
hut it is believed that he made no speeches in that
body. He afterwards served six years as Judge on
the bench of the Supreme Court of Tennessee. One
of hi* biographers remarks, that "he was not made
for what is usua'ly called a first rate lawyer,
let few, if any, exceeded him in seizing on
the strong poiuts of a case, and with vigor
and clearness applying to them the great principle*
of law. As a lawyer he was considered one of the
most eloquent and effective among his cotemporaries
As a judge his opinions were always clear, shorts
and to the point, aiming at justice, without the affec¬
tation of eloquence or of superior learning."
Jackson was elected to the United States Senate*

m the autumn of 1S23, and took hi* seat in that body
in December of that year. He resigned his 9eat iu
October, 1825, having taken no part in the debates
wbi.e a Senator, except, we believe, on one occasion
making a few remarks on a military subject. In his
manners Jackson was pleasing in his address
commanding, while his countenance, marked with
firmne-B and decision, beamed with strength and in
telligence. In bis deportment there was nothing re¬

pulsive. Easy, affable, aud familiar, he was open
and accefcsible to all.
Martin \ an Buren received the rudiments of an

English education, and became a student in the aca-
'

demy in his native village, which school he left at the
age of fourteen, to commence the study of the law-
At tnat very early period he evinced a veiy strong
passion lor extempore speaking and literary compo¬
sition. The period of study preparatory to admis¬
sion to the bar in the courts of law of this State
was then seven years for candidates who, like Van
Buren, hud not the benefit of a collegiate edaca-
tiOQ.

In ihe various public stations to which he has been
callcd. as well as an advocate at the bar, Mr. Van
Eureu bos been distinguished as a ready and fluent
speaker, aud an able writer. " The ease and frank¬
ness of bis manners/' says his biographer, " his feli
citons powers of conversation, and the general ami.
ableness of bis feelings, render him the ornament of
the social circle. Uniting in his character firmness
aud forbearance, self respect, and a delicate regard
for others, be has with equal propriety mingled in
the free intercourse of private life and sustained the
dignity of official station."

Harrison was educated at Hampden Sidney Col¬
lege in bis native State of Virginia, and afterward ap¬
plied himself to the study of medicine as a profession.
He entered the army at the age of nineteen, and con¬
tinued in the service six years, when he resigned his
commission, and afterwards served as Secretary of
the Northwest territory, and delegate to Congress
In these and the various public stations to which he
was subsequently called he exhibited talents ade¬
quate to the performance of his duties. He was a
bold and eloquent orator, and has left on record nu¬
merous evidences of bis literary acquirements. He
had a most intimate knowledge of the bistoiy and
fore'gn and domestic polity of the United States,
and when in Congress lie mingled in the most im¬
portant debates with decided ability. He had a clear
sonorous voice, which enabled him to address large
assemblages of the people, like the mass m<K)tings
during his canvass for the Presidency, with great
effect.
John Tyler, as a ltwyer of collegiate educa¬

tion, acquired a respectable rank at the Virginia
bar, and in deliberative bodies he took a pro¬
minent part as a debater of power and elo¬
quence. He was a member <«f the Virginia Le¬
gislature when a very young man, during the
war of 1812, when he spoken often, with the view of
impreving bis powers of oratory, and the youthful
debater bad the gratification to find that even in the
forum of Virginia, the country of eloquence, his
speeches commanded universal attention. In the
House of Representatives, and particularly in the
Senate of the United States, Mr. Tyler occupied a

respc table rank as a leading debater. Bis manner*
are plain and affable, and in private life he is ami¬
able, ho:;|)iuble, and courteous. His errors as a

politician are ascribed by the whigs to a want of
judgment, to an inordinate vanity and self-conceit,
and the intlnence of bad advice; also, to extreme
obstinacy iu persisting in opinions once forced,
without regard to consequences.

Mr. Polk received a classical education, wid gra¬
duated at the University of North Carolina, ui 181B.
He studied law in Tennessee with Felix Grundy,
and successfully prac iced in the profession which
has furnished all the Presidents of the United States,


